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So you local artists will have to forgive me if we 

haven't had the time to take on the responsibility of 

launching your music career. 

(Applause. 1 

Ms. Merritt, you seem to contradict youreelf a 

little bit when you say that you don't want the government 

to be involved with radio, yet you're asking an ever- 

growing, ever-expanding federal government to mandate the 

play of your records on radio stations. 

MS. MERRITT: I certainly am ngt indicating that. 

T.J.: And you say that the radio stations 

shouldn't be worried about their bottom line when you openly 

admit that that's what you're trying to reach is your bottom 

MS. MERRITT: I'm not -- if you want music, you're 
to have to find a way, we're going to have to find'a 

way to cooperate because we both need to atay in business. 

But, you know, I certainly don't live by a pool. I struggle 

to make ends meet and I have a lot of respect for that. 

I'm not here to promote my career. 

Carolina musicians a voice so that they can keep 

So 

I'm here to give North 

ibuting just as you have. 

(Applause. 

T.J.: Do her comments count in my two minutes? 

say this, I know this will be indecent language to a 



lot of people in here, but ours is a society built on 

capitalism. And in order to make a profit, you have to 

abide by the rules of capitalism. 

community and still make a profit to keep these radio 

stations and TV stations on the air. 

your newspaper will show up with whatever the heck the 

And we can service the 

And tomorrow morning 

, .  

people want to put in it in there. Thank you very much. 

MS. GARNER: Chairman Powell, distinguished 

Commissioners, members of the panel, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

television and radio stations. 

The FCC had the foresight to reserve channels for 

nonprofit, educational use many years ago. I urge you today 

to continue to reserve for the future a chair at the table 

I request you to establish rules to guarantee 



should not be exempt from the kinds of requirements that 

apply to cable when it comes to digital signals for the 

protection of local stations such as WTVI. 

WTVI is owned and operated by a local broadcasting 

authority. 83 percent of our budget comes directly from the 

community we serve. That's local government and local 

business, local foundations, and yes, local viewers like 

these people behind me. This means we have to be responsive 

to local issues and local preferencee. 

WTVI broadcasts approximately twice the PBS 

Department of Education as one of the country's five best 

outreach services. 

Overwhelmingly I hear from our viewers that they 

consider WTVI to be an essential community resource in the 

heart of the Carolinas. 

come before you tonight and thank you for coming tO 

Thank you for the opportunity to 

AUDIENCE PARTICIPANT: Chairman Powell, welcome to 



But I think you three gentlemen should be given 

the Congressional Medal of Honor for patriotism for 

defending our democracy, because I see democracy under 

attack in many different forms. But basically there's a 

confluence between capitalism and our society and capitalism 

There's a great book just coming out by William 

Grieder called The - -_  Soul of Capitalism in which he states 
clearly why there is no soul in capitalism, and what we need 

I want to offer one example. We had a great ' 

My example, and it comes from my heart, is I have 

a favorite candidate in the democratic election coming Up, 

and I've been watching C-Span for the last almost year, I . ,  

guess it is, and I've seen them perform in Iowa over and 

over and over again, and I know theee people are doing well. 



I I 
My candidate came on CNN, the first chance they 

had for mass media, communication to the world, and he got 

of all the candidates - -  everyone got at least 5 5  percent 

more time than he got. One of them got 174 percent mare 

time than he got. His name is Senator Dennis - -  
Representative Dennis Kusinich from Ohio. 

The polls that they tell us about are that he has 

They don'k poll two percent of the population are for him. 

in Iowa and they don't tell you that. 

MS. HARMAN: Thank you for allowing m e  to be here 

onight to share our story. My name is Rita Hannan.'. I ' m  

ith the American Cancer Society. 

ociety is a national nonprofit organization, and our goal 

s to eliminate cancer. We also do research, education, 

ervice and advocacy in the community. 

The American Can,cer 

We've had an opportunity to partner with several 

adio stations and television stations locally. WSOC,.WGIB, 

BAV, NPR, WFAE and several other stations we've had an 

pportunity to partner with over the last few years. 

They have given us an opportunity to share our 

eeage, to create awareness about cancer and cancer 

evention in the community, and we certainly appreciate 

that. We could not have done that without them. . .  

The American Cancer Society does not have a media 

budget, EO we appreciate the opportunity to go on their 



stations, to take survivors and talk about their issuea and 

what the American Cancer Society can do for them and for 

those we hope will never be diagnosed with cancer. 

We also appreciate the opportunity to partner with 

stations like the Link, we partner with WBTV. They have 

given us an opportunity to participate in - -  let me back'up 
and say we have given them an opportunity to participate in 

a program we call Relay for Life. 

In partnering with them we've been able to raise 

MR. DAY: Chairman Powell and Commissioners and 

I have quit my LMA appointment job at a station in 

responsibility to offer local programming to two other 



-. 

cities outside my city. 

medium markets. I have travelled 2500 miles from California 

in my car to tell you today that this is happening in over 

10,000 radio stations. 

This happens every day in small and' 

Does it concern the FCC at all that 75 to 80 

percent of small and medium sized stations do not have an 

individual or human being at that station from 8:OO P. M. 

until 5 A. M. in the morning? Not all stations do this. 

Would it concern the FCC at all to know that that 

Ten billion dollars is invested in one diversified 

I'll be heading to D.C. tomrrow and 1'11 be 

1'11 be talking with someone, an advisor, not the 



left alone at night until 5 A.M. in the mornings and on the 

I'll be asking representatives in Congress to help 

you find these people, imprison them if necessary, and get 

to their pocketbooks. 

MR. CUNNINGHAM: Hello. My name is Darrell 

Cunningham and I represent Mothers of Murdered Offspring 

MOM0 is a Charlotte-based 501C3 organization dedicated to 

the reduction of violence in our community. MOM0 has a good 

We would like to thank the stations previously 

I recognize that there's been a great deal of 

First I would like t o  say thank you to the 



North Carolinian I'm here to tell you from a local 

perspective broadcast localism is alive and well in the 

Carolinas. Thank you. 

MR. FORCELLO: Mr. Chairman, my name is Bob 

Forcello (phonetic). I'm from the North Carolina Center for 

Missing Persons; a letter will follow from the Secretary'of 

Crime Control and Public Safety. I'm the Amber Alert 

project officer here in North Carolina. I'm here to support 

local broadcasting. 

If it were not for the local broadcasters in North 

The North Carolina Association of Broadcasters has 

MS. PEVIA: Mr. Chairman, my name ie.Wanda Pevia. 

(phonetic). 

My daughter was abducted in June of 1999. 

home this past March 2003. 

news media, the man who abducted my daughter, he would never 

have been apprehended. 

I'm here to tell you a little personal Stow. 

She was returned 

If it hadn't been for the local 



I want to thank the local news media and the local 

radio stations for their help and support in apprehending 

him. Thank you. 

AUDIENCE PARTICIPANT: How's everybody doing? 

Look, my problem's not as big as some of the problem, 

addressed here, but obviously local artists being played'on 

the radio is a big issue because we have a panelist that is 

a representative of that. 

So in turn I have a - -  I'm part of a company. My 

We have BDS encoding and MP-3 format and 

So basically I was j u s t  pulling off what people 

have been talking about today, they've helped out local 

artists as much as they can. 

referral to a local artist, which is, like, ridiculous 

because we have, like, a million local artists that haven't 

I've only heard of one 



been heard on the radio and turning out, like I say, to the 

And to the panelists, I appreciate your support 

and your inquiry about this topic right here because it is 

important. I just want to stress that importance. I'm 

going to keep it short. Thanks. 

MR. BOW: Mr. Chairman, my name is Wally Bow and 

I'm a journalist living in Asheville, North Carolina: I 

moved to Asheville in 1983 to become the director of the 

Over the first two or three years we could call a 

However, by 1990 this picture had changed 



station in western North Carolina had a full-time field 

reporter and studio news staff sufficient to produce a daily 

local news program. 

I should add that the 24 county region of western 

North Carolina is roughly the size of the State of Vermont. 

Today that radio station, after being purchased by Clear 

Channel three years ago, no longer has a field reporter. 

And instead of producing twenty minutes of local news with 

hourly updates, the reduced new8 staff now only produces 

The Greenville-Spartenburg TV stations after 

Clearly the growing concentration of media 

To add insult to injury, several years ago our 



What was even more puzzling to viewers in the 

mountains was that every four to fifth editorial blasted the 

liberal legislature not in North Carolina, but in Maryland. 

Why are viewers in western North Carolina hearing editorial' 

commentaries about the Maryland Legislature? It turns out 

that Sinclair is based in Baltimore. 

Clearly Sinclair is using its local affiliates not 

to produce or comment on the local news, but to promote 

their editorial viewpoints and issues of little interest to 

Please put the brakes on media ownership with 

I do want to thank you for the low power FM radio 

MS. ELWELL: My name is Beverly Elwell and I am a 



consumers. 

But I want to especially address why it's so 

important during emergencies and disaster situations. As 

YOU see on this television we have here, and you've got a 

monitor over there, but this is realtime captioning. 

Everything is being captioned, everything that's being said 

is being captioned. And that's great when it's got a 

certain line that is being scrolled and used for closed 

When local networks use scrolling or the scripting 

So what I would like to see as would other 600,000 

It's already the law; rules were already provided 

for  it. 

use of closed captioning. 

We just need to learn and enforce the appropriate 

Thank you. 

MR. CASTRO: Good evening and welcome to 

Charlotte. My name is Hermonie Castro (phonetic); I'm the 



lived in this community for over thirty years, I would like 

to bring some points to the attention of the Commission. 

First of all, during the time I have lived in this 

community, I have seen the disappearance of locally owned 

media to the point that this community in the television 

area has only one locally owned channel. With the ownership 

of the media changing from local to a few national and 

global companies, there has been a continuing separation of 

local coverage and community involvement. 

There are some exceptions as in WPEG, Power 9 0 ,  a 

Another bright spot for  us has been the Hispanic 

areas that concern us. 

To summarize, we would like to see more cornrmnity 

coverage and involvement of the local media and are opposed 



to the consolidation of the ownership of the media as has 

recently happened with the Spanish speaking TV and radio 

network, and is being sponsored by the FCC. 

This consolidation will only result in the 

diminishing of balance and diverse opinions that the 

American people deserve. Thank you. 

MR. BRAWLEY: Mr. Chairman, thank you for 

extending the time for public comment. My name is Bill 

Brawley and I'm a former elected and appointed official here 

Recently I've been aware of a commercial campaign 

I have 15 FM stations programmed with the buttons 

We expect corporations to use their financial 

integration to affect their bottom line. 

way: it's the way we do things in a competitive society. 

It's the American 



to allocate it. Economists call this the commons problem. 

It relates to the common grazing areas in the 

English villages that were often over grazed and, in poor 

shape. The reason being it is in the individual self- 

interest in maximizing its own benefit of the common ' ' 

resource. We've seen it tonight. How many people ran past 

the red light and burned up the time that others of us would 

not have had had you not extended the time tonight. 

can't expect corporations to not act like the people that 

We 

We must restrict the influence of any one'group or 

MR. HoNEYCUTT: Hi, I'm Rick Honeycutt. I'm a 

television service available to the satellite TV retailer. 

My customers tell me that the Charlotte broadcast 

station HDTV is not currently available to everyone in the 

Charlotte TV market. For instance, many rural households 

located within Ashe, Watauga, Caudwell and Burke COUI'IthS 

I have a two-part question. As the expert agent , 



currently receive the digital signal or their local networks 

and independent stations? 

And upon determination that some households are 

not able to receive this signal, would you support allowing 

cable and satellite operators to provide distant NDTV 

signals in the same way as they provide distant analog 

service? Thank you. 

' 

CHAIRMAN POWELL: We'll try to get someone to help 

answer your question. 

MS. FOX: Hi. I'm Susan Fox; I ' m  from Charlotte. 

The FCC has a responsibility of making sure they 

going to lose, and please don't let that happen. Thank you. 

MR. DELILY: Hello everyone. I am Jake DeLily 

(phonetic), a COO of an independent music outlet for the 

Charlotte, North Carolina area. I just want to start off by 



saying my father used to have a little saying when he said a 

lie will travel all around the world, while the truth sits 

at home putting its boots on. 

And what you're hearing right now is a lie and I'm 

going to say it in front of these people and the 

representatives from the radio stations because I've been 

here m y  whole life. I'm from Charlotte, North Carolina. 

We've been hearing from people who are not affiliated with 

me who were involved in the same struggle for yeare before I 

I can call examples like Sunshine Edison, Anthony 

I can also tell you that's a fact that if you are 

So I'm not here to come and try t o  tell you about 



my life because I don't want you to know where I ' m  from. 

I'm here on the strength of the local artists. And I also 

want to take a leadership step and say that along with 

everybody else in here, that their fight is my fight because 

we both want the goal of what's right. 

So to Ms. Kwei and to Mrs. Avery, on behalf of the 

urban artists, we just want what's right and that's it. 

MR. QUINTEE: Thank you. My name is Anthony 

Quintee (phonetic). I would like to thank everybody who put 

However, it's a tragedy that 100 percent of the 

I personally called three North Carolina radio 

stations yesterday evening. Two of them told m e  they knew 

So yeah, there are lies; there's lies all over the 



hottest thing that hit Charlotte since the Carolina 

Panthers. But you know what? That's not for me to decide. 

That's for the audience and the community to decide. 

And they cannot decide if I do not have access of 

a medium to go to somewhere where my music can be heard, 

where I can be heard, you know. And for us being local 

artists here in Charlotte, North Carolina, I mean, that's 

the only avenue we have. Without radio, it's hard; it's 

hard. You have to come out of the pocket a little bit. 

' 

And, you know, I'm sorry, you know, contrary to 

have to say. Thank you for coming. 

MS. BLAGEN: Mr. Chairman and Comkissioners, my ' 

The Charlotte media have been very receptive to 



the critical role that culture plays in the role of the 

Charlotte-Mecklenburg community and enables the Arts and 

Science Council to get the word out. We rely on those 

relationships to help inform listeners and viewers about our 

efforts to enhance the cultural community and the quality of 

Examples of support from TV and radio are covering 

ASC events and projects on News 14, WSOC-TV, WBTV, WCCB, 

WFAE, WPEG, WBAV and WDAV and a host of others. 

We also receive in kind contributions and airtime 

We just want to thank the Charlotte media for 

role of enhancing our cultural connnunity. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN POWELL: I just urge the speakers to be 

We have a whole other panel waiting patiently very brief. 

and I want to get these others done. 

MS. ECHERVERRI: Good evening. Thank you for 

giving me the opportunity. My name is O l m a  Echerverri and I 



assure you that the chair and I prepared our statements 

separately, so if I am repetitive. 

in regards to voter registration and civic involvement, as 

well as in helping to bring together the African-American ' 

and Latino communities. 

But there is room for improvement; there always 

is. When the station was asked to give a public service 

announcement about the immigrant worker freedom right, a 

I also want to commend the local Hispanic radio 

MR. HUSS: Hi there. My name is Joe Hues, and I'm 



TV, and also I like to find out the news on TV locally. 

SO I have a very valid interest in local news and 

local control. But also I've noticed the commezcials. The 

commercials seem to be getting more and more of the program. 

NOW. that's fine to a point you change channels, but , ' 

children watch this stuff. 

And, you know. there are studies that have been 

done and noticed that these children, their attention span 

goes to only how long the program is. We're kind of pre- 

Another point I want to bring is that my 

year-old using a lot of the language they use on TV today. 

And yet, it's right there, so we can't keep them from going 

into their houses unless we know, you know, what kind of TV 

they're watching. And I think that's a very important 

MR. CLEMENT: My name is Howard Clement. I'm 



as mayor pro tern of the Durham, North Carolina City Council. 

I'm in my 2lst year as a member of the Durham City Council. 

Since 1971 it's been my privilege to serve a8 a 

member of the minority affairs advisory committee for WTVD, 

the ABC affiliate in Durham, North Carolina. And since 1971 

I want to commend WTVD for its efforts in bringing minority 

interests to the forum using the television as a venue for 

that possibility. 

There's no doubt in my mind that television, and 

During this period I also want to commend WTVD for 

Thank God for television; thank God for WTVD for 

And I want to thank the FCC for coming to this 

part of North Carolina. I wish it could come to the mecca 


